38725 Forest Boulevard

North Branch, MN 55056
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 609 | North Branch

Office: 651.674.4056
Fax: 651.277.4563

Faith Formation: 651.674.7382

Education/ Youth Email:
education@stgregorynb.org
Parish Office/Bulletin Email:
info@stgregorynb.org
Parish Staff:

Faith Formation: Joan Hetherington,
Claire Kind, Shawn Yerges
Sunday Faith Formation: Lisa Isaacson
Mission Trip Coordinator: Tammy Norgard
Music Director: Cathie Hendren
Bookkeeper: Jim EImquist
Administrative Assistant: Barb Schleicher

THE GREAT
JURCH

Pastor:
Fr. Shane StoppelWasinger
Weekend Assistants:
Fr. Chuck Brambilla &
Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9:00 a.m.

Rosary
Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Wednesday 8:50 a.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Baptism
Call Parish Office for arrangements.
Participation and registration in parish
are prerequisites before baptism.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Arrangements must be made at least
eight months in advance.

Sacrament of the Sick
Contact the Pastoral Minister or the Parish Office
at the beginning of any serious illness.
For emergencies call anytime.
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Saint Claude de la Colombiére

‘ Claude de la Colombiére was born on February 2,
1641 in southeastern France. The family soon
moved to the nearby city of Vienne where he
began his education before attending the Jesuit
school in Lyon for his secondary studies. In 1658
at the age of seventeen he entered the Jesuit
Novitiate at Avignon. In 1660 he pronounced his

In 1666 he went to the College of Clermont in
Paris for his studies in theology. After completing
his studies there he was ordained a priest and
initially assigned to teach at his former school in Lyon. He then was
assigned to join the preaching team of the Jesuit community through
which he gained notice for the clarity and soundness of his sermons.

The year 1674 was a decisive one for Claude the year of his Third
Probation at Maison Saint-Joseph in Lyon. After professing the Fourth
Vow of the Society on February 2, 1675 Claude was appointed the
rector of the Jesuit community at Paray-le-Monial, where he also be-
came the spiritual director of the nuns of the Monastery of the Visitation
Sisters located next to the church. In this way he came to know Sister
Margaret Mary Alacoque. The curiosity of such a promising preacher
having been assigned to this remote location has led to the supposition
that his superiors had her in mind in making this assignment. Margaret
Mary Alacoque had suffered greatly from the disbelief of the other
religious sisters of her monastery, and felt isolated in her situation of
having experienced a series of private revelations from Christ in which
she felt she was being called to promote devotion to his Sacred Heart.
After speaking with her a number of times and after much prayer he
was convinced of the validity of her visions and became both her
supporter and a zealous apostle of the devotion.

In 1676 Claude was sent to London as preacher to the Duchess of
York, wife of the future King James Il of England. He took up residence
at the Court of St. James where he still observed all his religious duties.
Although difficult he was able to continue to guide Alacoque by letter.

Claude's zeal and the English climate soon combined to weaken his
health and a pulmonary condition threatened to end his work in that
country. In November 1678 while awaiting a recall to France he was
suddenly arrested and thrown into prison. He was accused of being a
part of the Popish Plot alleged by Titus Oates against the English
throne. He was confined in the King's Bench Prison where his fragile
health took a turn for the worse.

Thanks to his position at the Royal Court and to the protection of the
King of France Louis XIV whose subject he was, he escaped death but
was expelled from England in 1679. He returned to France with his
health ruined by his imprisonment.

During the summer of 1681 he returned to Paray in very poor condition.
On February 15, 1682 on the evening of first Sunday of Lent Claude
suffered a severe hemorrhage which ended his life.

Claude de la Colombiere was beatified by Pope Pius XI on June 16,
1929 and canonized by Pope John Paul Il on May 31, 1992. His relics
are preserved in the Jesuit Church around the corner from the convent
of the Visitation sisters at Paray-le-Monial.

Article courtesy of Bob Rawson, Guest Writer

first vows and completed his studies in philosophy.

Daughter In Law of
James & Carol Milton
AAgnes Wi
3 Friend of Father Shane
A ADo |
Mother of Charlie (Kathy) Cole
May their souls and the souls of all the

faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Meets every Tuesday afternoon from

4:00 & 5:30 p.m. at the Bishop Romero

House. The purpose of the group is to
promote healing through education and
support and to share with others who are
walking the grief journey. It is a casual,

supportive environment for those who
have lost a spouse or significant other.

There is no charge and no expectations fo
attendance; you are invited to come once tc
see if it is right for you.

0Grieving is as nat

are hurt, sleeping when you are tired, eating
when you are hungry, or sneezing when your

nose itches. | t i's natur
of healing a

Please contact Gretchen at
651.257.7837
for further information or to register.
Sponsored by Fairview Lakes
HomeCaring & Hospice

FINANCE UPDATE

No financial report is available
due to the early submission date
of this bulletin.

2018 CONTRIBUTIONS

All donations on your 2018 commit-
ments to St. Gregory the Great post-
marked by December 31, 2018 will be
recorded on your 2018 statement. All
payments after December 31 will be
credited to your contributions for 2019.
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PARISH NEWS

CROCK POT SUPPER

The M&M6s Women's
vites you to warm up this winter

at our 2nd annual Crock Pot

Supper on Saturday, January 12
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass. This

is a FREE event so please come

for food and fellowship. We
welcome women of the parish

to bring a favorite crock pot dish

or to donate bars for this event.

A sign up sheet is in the vesti-
bule to indicate
bringing.

CAN TABS

Dondt forget to save and
by the parish office for the Ronald McDonald House.
Help families of seriously ill children through this small gesture
of kindness.
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Fr. Shane's Sabbatical Update:

| arrived at Cocoa Beach, Florida on December 16 and
settled into my temporary apartment. On
December 23, | flew to Grand Junction, Colorado to
surprise my Mom for Christmas. She had no clue that
| was coming. It was great seeing her surprised. My
plans were to spend 9 days with her, but | needed to

return to Minnesota for my friend Agnes Wind's
funeral, whose funeral Mass | presided at St.
Francis de Sales Church in St. Paul. After returning
for a few days to be with my mom, | flew back to
Florida last Monday and have started my book.
Pictures and further updates will be forthcoming.
Happy New Years, Father Shane

FAITH FORMATION

3rd GRADE CATECHIST NEEDED

We have an immediate need for a 3rd grade catechist for the
remainder of the school year.Class time is from 6:00 p.m-
7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.Lesson plans and materials are pro:
vided. If you would like to share your faith with these young dis
ciples or for more information, please contact the Faith Forma-
tion office at 651.674.7382 or education@stgregorynb.org

8TH GRADE PRAYER WALK

On Wednesday, January 16 the 8th graders will be having a
Prayer Walk from 6:00 8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Please
note the extended time. There will be no KIC for grades/Zhis
evening.

“The participants of the 2019
Mission Trip would like to say a
heart felt THANK YOU to every-
one who supported the Christmas
Tree Certificate fundraiser this
holiday season.

Special thanks to the Carlson
family for the donation of trees
for our fundraiser and also for

the beautiful trees that are
decorating our parish for the
Christmas Season!
May your New Year be filled with
many blessings!

Thanks to all who helped in any way,
large or small, to make our
Christmas Liturgies special; from
the cleaning and decorating of the
church, to those who patrticipated
by volunteering to lector, usher,
altar serve, sing, set up for Mass,
distribute communion, opening
doors...the list goes on and on!!.
You are SO much appreciated.
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